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election in 2016. That should also be 
our standard in 2020, 6 weeks before the 
election. There should be no confirma-
tion before inauguration. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. COONS. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
BOOZMAN). Without objection, it is so 
ordered. 
REMEMBERING JUSTICE RUTH BADER GINSBURG 
Mr. COONS. Mr. President, on this 

past Friday evening, on Rosh Hasha-
nah, our Nation lost a giant of our Su-
preme Court. We lost a trailblazer for 
women’s equality, a woman who, 
though diminutive in size, was a giant 
and a force for justice. 

For my daughter and for all Ameri-
cans, I am so grateful for the work and 
the service and the life of Supreme 
Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg. 
Having passed on Rosh Hashanah, the 
tradition of the Jewish people teaches 
that she is especially blessed, particu-
larly righteous. 

It is heartbreaking that her dying 
wish, dictated to her granddaughter, 
was that the voters should choose the 
next President, and that next Presi-
dent her successor, and, already, there 
are some who are racing to undo that 
wish. 

This was her wish because she under-
stood the consequences of this decision 
for the Senate, for the American peo-
ple, and for the Supreme Court, to 
which she dedicated 27 years of service. 

If we push through a nominee now, 
just 43 days before an election, as half 
of our States are already voting, the 
very legitimacy of the Supreme Court 
may be undermined by further 
politicization in an already divided 
country. 

My friends, my colleagues in the 
other party, used the argument in 
blocking the nomination of Merrick 
Garland in 2016 that we must give the 
American people a voice for the selec-
tion of the next Justice. That argu-
ment was advanced 10 months before 
the next election. Here, today, on this 
floor, the exact argument is being ad-
vanced just 43 days before an election 
in which half of our States are already 
voting. 

As a colleague from Alaska recently 
said, the precedent set by the majority 
in 2016 is the precedent by which they 
should live now. Fair is fair. I cannot 
agree more. 

On the ballot, on the agenda, on the 
docket of the Supreme Court is 
healthcare. This decision will have an 
impact on all Americans of all stripes 
and backgrounds. One week after the 
election, a case will be argued in front 
of the Supreme Court, Texas v. United 
States, which seeks to remove all that 
is left of the Affordable Care Act’s pro-
tections—protections against pre-

existing condition discrimination for 
100 million Americans and health in-
surance itself for 20 million, in the 
middle of a pandemic in which 6 mil-
lion Americans have been infected and 
have new preexisting conditions, and, 
in some ways most gallingly, that pro-
vision of the Affordable Care Act which 
prohibits gender discrimination by in-
surance companies. 

All of this is at stake, as are protec-
tions going forward after this election 
for clean air and clean water, for equal 
pay for equal work, and the right to or-
ganize. It is all on the ballot and will 
be on the docket. 

Let me close by calling on my col-
leagues to do what is fair and what I 
believe is right: to respect their own 
precedent and let the American people 
have a voice in just 43 days and then 
proceed, after the election, to honor 
Justice Ginsburg’s dying wish; to focus 
on delivering relief to the American 
people in a package to address this 
pandemic in our next few weeks, rather 
than diving deeper into division. 

It is my fervent prayer that we can 
yet find a way together to listen to the 
voice of the people and the voice of this 
most storied Justice. 

TRIBUTE TO ERICA KNIEVEL SONGER 
Mr. President, I have one other pur-

pose in coming to the floor today, and 
that is to recognize my colleague, my 
friend Erica Knievel Songer, my chief 
counsel—whom I now embarrass—who 
is departing this week. 

Erica is an immensely talented law-
yer and has been an invaluable member 
of my team for over 4 years, a summa 
graduate of the University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign, a Phi Beta Kappa 
member, a cum laude graduate of Har-
vard Law School, a deputy editor of the 
Journal of Law and Gender, and a clerk 
on the Sixth Circuit for Judge Cornelia 
Kennedy. 

After all that, she went to one of 
Washington’s most prestigious law 
firms and, after 9 years of diligent liti-
gation and work, earned her way into 
being a partner but, during all this 
time, dedicated her time to pro bono 
work, to advocating for those seeking 
justice. 

She could have had a much more lu-
crative career than the last 4 years 
here in the Senate, and her trajectory 
was not a typical one for a chief coun-
sel on a Judiciary Committee. She was 
willing to make the sacrifice, and I was 
grateful for the chance to serve with 
her. 

Her dedication to upholding and de-
fending democratic principles is un-
wavering, and every day she has put 
the interests of the American people 
and Delawareans first. No one has 
worked harder in her 4 years on my 
team than she. 

Her commitment to our shared val-
ues has helped guide me and my team 
through some of the most difficult and 
challenging moments of these years. 
She has capably led my entire legal 
team and helped us navigate through 
some truly historic fights. 

It was just 3 days after she joined my 
team that we were in the Rose Garden 
for President Obama’s nomination of 
Judge Merrick Garland, and she led my 
team and my work on the confirmation 
hearings of now-Justice Gorsuch and 
Justice Kavanaugh. She led us through 
the Mueller investigation and through 
the impeachment trial. 

She has been integral to legislative 
efforts, including the Special Counsel 
Integrity Act, a bipartisan effort to 
support the integrity of independent 
investigations and to protect the 
Mueller investigation; the Driving for 
Opportunity Act, a bipartisan bill to 
create incentives to stop debt-based 
driver’s license suspension and extend 
criminal justice reform; and a project 
for which we both have a particular 
passion, the NO BAN Act, which would 
repeal President Trump’s Executive 
order blocking travel from majority- 
Muslim countries and prevent another 
baseless, discriminatory travel ban. 

She has contributed so much more 
than this. She has been a teacher and 
mentor to so many in my office and, 
particularly, to young women, who 
look to her as a role model and a 
source of wisdom and strength. Person-
ally, she and her husband Mike, both 
dedicated attorneys and passionate 
public servants, are constant reminders 
of why we are here and for whom we 
fight. 

As we reflect today and in the week 
ahead on the legacy of Justice Gins-
burg, whose life was committed to the 
fight for equality and justice, I see that 
same fight in Erica Songer. Justice 
Ginsburg blazed a trail and changed 
the world for incredibly talented and 
capable women like Erica so that she 
could lead the life she has. 

Erica is a true patriot, a great col-
league, and a wonderful friend who has 
put country over self, and I have been 
blessed to have the benefit of her coun-
sel and her friendship these 4 years. I 
am proud she will go on to continue to 
fight for our shared values. I wish her 
luck. I will miss her dearly, and I pray 
this is not the last time we will serve 
together. 

I yield the floor. 
CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Edward Hulvey Meyers, of Mary-
land, to be a Judge of the United States 
Court of Federal Claims for a term of fifteen 
years. 

Mitch McConnell, Roy Blunt, Mike 
Rounds, Todd Young, Pat Roberts, 
Cindy Hyde-Smith, John Thune, Kevin 
Cramer, Thom Tillis, Michael B. Enzi, 
James Lankford, John Barrasso, Joni 
Ernst, Lamar Alexander, Rob Portman, 
Tim Scott, Steve Daines. 
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